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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) public participation in the care of psychiatric
patients, 2) knowledge about psychiatric disorders and public attitudes toward psychiatric
patients, and 3) the relationship between knowledge of psychiatric disorders, attitudes toward
psychiatric patients, and public participation in the care of psychiatric patients. The conceptual
framework was applied to the participation theory of William. The study methodology was
quantitative research. The population consisted of 1,890 individuals. The sample size was
determined using Cochran’s formula, resulting in a sample of 320 participants, selected through
multi ~ stage sampling. The research instruments included a knowledge test and questionnaire.
The data were analyzed using the statistics of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient.

The study results found that 1) Public participation in the care of psychiatric patients was
found to have a high mean level, 2) The public’s knowledge of psychiatric disorders had an
average score at a moderate level. The public’s attitudes toward individuals with psychiatric
disorders were also at a moderate level, 3) knowledge and attitude are significantly associated

with participation in the care of psychiatric patients at the .01 level of statistical significance.
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